Society, Health and Development Diploma 
Why take this subject?

This diploma course is designed for anyone who would like a ‘hands on’ approach to study and is interested in pursuing a career in the children’s services, health, community justice and adult social care sectors. It offers a very different approach to learning because it is closely linked with a specific sector of employment.  
What will I study?
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You will work on a number of different projects and have opportunities to develop skills needed for the different careers that the sectors involved in the Diploma offer. The Principal Learning covers 6 main themes:
The sectors in context: You will investigate the children’s services, health, community justice and adult social care sectors, know the purpose of the sectors and how services are delivered.

Principles and values: You will explore the meaning of rights, responsibilities, diversity and equality.

Partnership working emphasises the importance of services working closely together. For example, in children’s centres, there will social workers, childcare workers and health workers working together to ensure quality and integrated services for children and families.
Communication and information sharing is crucial to people working across the sectors. We study how can tensions between good communication and sharing information with other professionals and respecting the privacy of individuals can be overcome.

Personal and professional development enables you to reflect on your own practice and that of others - what did you do well, what can be improved, how can you improve your practice? 
Safeguarding and protecting individuals and society focuses on working with the most vulnerable people in society. It is important to understand what needs to be done to ensure that people are kept safe. 
How will I be examined?
The Principal Learning is the main part of the Diploma.  Most of your Diploma assignments will be marked by your teachers, but there will also be external assessment. There are other parts to the Diploma, in addition to the Principal Learning. You will also have to complete an Extended Project (related to your Diploma) and Additional Specialist Learning (another related option) in order to achieve the full qualification. English, Maths and ICT will also form part of the full qualification. 
What other opportunities will be available to me?
Because the diploma is closely linked with industry there will be lots of opportunities to investigate places of work, have visiting professionals deliver presentations and workshops, as well as an increased ‘work experience’ provision within the society health and development sector.
What can this subject lead to?
With a Diploma you can progress into further and higher education, such as apprenticeships or university, training or future employment within or outside of the society health and development sector. You can progress on to the next level in the same Diploma line or on to a different course. From the Higher (Level 2) Diploma, you can progress on to Advanced courses, such as AS Levels and other Level 3 courses, as well as the Advanced Diploma. With an Advanced Diploma, you can progress to take a university degree in childhood studies, dietetics, nursing, community justice, applied criminology, forensic investigation, sociology and psychology. 
Where will I be taught?
We are planning to teach this course at Oaklands College, Bishop’s Hatfield Girls’ School, Mount Grace School and Sir Frederic Osborn School.


     You will study at two of the sites shown
     each week, depending on your options and
     the school you are attending.
     Transport will be provided for subjects 
     taken off site.
· Discuss your choice of subject carefully with tutors and parents

· There will be a separate application, interview and parents’ evening, in addition to your school-based application

· The Foundation (Level 1) Diploma is worth 5 GCSEs at grades D to G

· The Higher (Level 2) Diploma is worth 7 GCSEs at grades A* to C 
· The Advanced (Level 3) Diploma is worth 3.5 A/AS Levels

· Locations will be confirmed when numbers for each course are known
For Further information, please contact:

· Ms Nia Hughes, Society, Health and Development Diploma Development Leader, Oaklands College. Email: Nia.Hughes@oaklands.ac.uk
· Your Careers Co-ordinator at school

· Mr Robert Paisley, 14-19 Partnership Co-ordinator for Welwyn Hatfield and East Hertsmere. Email whehsapg@lea.herts.sch.uk

· The Diplomas website: http://yp.direct.gov.uk/diplomas 

