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Attendees:
Peter Baker (Mount Grace)



Judith Chamberlain (Lakeside)



Reena Harris-Cooksley (The Park ESC)

Anna Morrison (Herts Provider Network) – item 5 only.
Robert Paisley (SAPG Coordinator)

Stuart Phillips (Chancellor’s, SAPG Chair)

Apologies:
Phil Bunn (Monk’s Walk)


Ruth Gilbert (Oaklands College)
	Agenda item
	
	Action

	5
	Apprenticeships (Anna Morrison invited)

AM updated the meeting with the current Apprenticeship structure, stating that there are 2 discrete products and funding streams:

Young Apprenticeships – KS4

Apprenticeships            - 16+

The Learner Entitlement states that from 2013 all 4 strands of learning must be treated with equal parity: Apprenticeships, Diplomas, Foundation Learning, and GCSE and A Levels. A student who has attained 5 A*-Cs can put forward  2 suggested areas of work and the Local Authority then has a responsibility to find a post 16 apprenticeship in one of those 2 areas.

Hertfordshire (along with Manchester and South Tyneside) has agreed to take part in a Pathfinder project which will bring forward this entitlement by 2 years. Hertsfordshire County Council would therefore like the SAPG to consider whether or not they would like to participate in this project. Two geographical areas within Hertfordshire will take part.

In preparation for this AM agreed to undertake the following mapping exercise:

· To find out how many young people are going into employment without training

· To find out the Y12 drop out rate

· To analyse Foundation Learning

AM will then present to the SAPG a set of proposals for action on which a decision, whether or not to participate, will be based. This decision may need to be taken by the Executive Group, as the deadline for participation is likely to be before the next SAPG meeting in February. At present no additional funding is available for participation in the Pathfinder project.

Possible areas for development include:

· Raising awareness of Apprenticeships with students, parents and schools

· Introducing parents earlier to Apprenticeship Providers

· Improving tracking of student destination after school

· Make schools aware of online matching services.
The revised Apprenticeship section and the Plan was approved.

Anna Morrison left the meeting


	AM

	1 
	Matters Arising
	

	
	RP tabled amended LMC page from the SAPG plan.
LMC – final section on BSF amended to read “WH and EH reviews to be completed Jun 10”. The meeting agreed the proposed amendments.

Re BSF: SP reported that the framework for the area has now changed – there are no longer surplus places but the area is now designated as being one of expansion. The potential political impact on the programme is unclear but it is hoped that existing plans will be honoured by any new government.


	RP

	2 
	Diploma Gateway 3 Review and Gateway 4 Applications
Gateway 3

RP reported that the following plans for delivery are in place:
SAL –Sept 2010

ICT – Sept 2011

TAT –Sept 2011.

These plans have been reviewed by the Local Authority and, although no definitive decision has yet been published, Kay Leach has advised to “continue with current plans”. This is viewed as indicating that a positive outcome will be published in due course.

Gateway 4

Plans have been revised. There will be no formal Gateway 4 application. Applications will not now be made for the originally proposed Diplomas:
Languages – no partner for Chancellor’s

Humanities  - no partner for Bishop’s and Oaklands (although the 2 centres may decided to proceed on their own; decision shortly)
Hair & Beauty – provisional plans are in place for the Park and Oaklands College to run a L1 group from 2011, in conjunction with St Albans and Harpenden SAPG. 

Additionally, delivery of the existing 8 Diplomas will continue.

 
	RP

	3 
	Curriculum and Timetable 2010-2011
	

	
	RP drew attention to the previously circulated document ‘Curriculum planning and timetabling for September 2010 onwards’.
He reported that good progress has been made towards aligning EH timetables.

Post 16
Headteachers at MG and CH have agreed 4 common blocks for Sept 2010 and have advised their timetabling Deputies accordingly.

KS4

HW and MG met with Barnet College and Oaklands College to try and agree an aligned timetable. The focus was on PLO and KS4. MG has now agreed to blocking KS4 provision but HW remain outside. RP will continue to seek a solution.

A meeting will held with DAO shortly to develop their collaborative provision.

	RP

	4 
	PLO Funding
RP presented the previously circulated document ‘PLO Funding’. The meeting agreed to set up a development group, including SCLG and Finance Officer representatives, to agree a standard SAPG subsidy per student for PLO courses. Draft proposals will be based on the premise that funding will follow the student and that courses could be offered by a range of providers. Proposals to be discussed at the SAPG meeting in February 2010.

SP updated the meeting with the latest SPG report which stated that there is “no ring-fenced allocation for PLO as this is now part of the Applied Learning budget in schools”.


	RP

	6
	Accipio Provision
RP presented the previously circulated document ‘Review of Accipio Learning provision’. 

RH-C queried whether or not the KS4 Engagement/Fixed Period Exclusion funding might be more successfully used by providing a specialist youth worker and 2 support workers to target students at risk of exclusion.

Following discussion, the meeting agreed that Accipio was a very successful re-engagement tool but that uptake across the SAPG had been patchy. As a result, the meeting agreed to review whether or not it was reasonable to continue with the current policy of handing out seats to all schools; it might be more productive to hold the seats centrally, available to be accessed by all, flexibly, according to need. As identified in the SAPG plan, PB suggested that a central location for an online centre would be the ideal.

It was agreed that the Inclusion Development Group would consider the provision of Accipio and use of KS4 Engagement/ Fixed Period Exclusion funding at their next meeting on Wednesday 3 December. At present, SAPG funding of Accipio is scheduled to end in January 2010. Tony Mackin to be invited to meeting. PB offered to provide data showing success of Accipio for the 8 students using the provision at MG. Data to include attainment and fixed term exclusion statistics.

	RP

PB

	7
	Curriculum Development Leaders
RP tabled a document ‘Learning Development Leaders’. The key principles were agreed, and the document will be considered by the next Strategic Curriculum Leadership Group meeting.


	SCLG

	8
8.1
8.2
	AOB
Paul Meredith had requested, via Phil Bunn, that his concerns be registered re the Future Fair’s focus on Diplomas above all other qualifications and BTECs in particular.

Following discussion it was agreed that:

· the next Future Fair will  promote the full range of courses

· all individual schools will provide timetabled access to Diplomas in 2010-2011 and information, advice and guidance to support this.
Data Dashboard to be added to the agenda for the next SAPG meeting in February.
	

	9
	Next meeting
Tuesday 19th January, 2010 1.30pm – 3.00pm at Chancellor’s school.
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