Welwyn Hatfield and East Hertsmere SAPG


OXBRIDGE WORKSHOP – Friday 20 November 2009
STUDENT EVALUATION
Overview
20 students attended from 8 different schools. 

The event was supported by 13 members of staff:

· 6 teachers

·  5 from external organisations

·  2 SAPG staff.

11 subjects were covered:

·  Architecture – 1 
·  Engineering - 1

· English – 2

·  German/Russian – 1

·  History – 2

·  Japanese - 1

· Law - 2

· Maths – 4

· Medicine – 2

· Natural Science – 3

· Veterinary Science – 1.

The programme was divided into 3 sessions:

· presentation giving overview of interview process

· workshop allowing students to discuss typical Oxbridge interview questions and to undertake role play, interviewing one another. All activities observed by staff

· one on one subject specific interview, conducted by subject specialist.

Verbal and written feedback was provided in all cases.
Evaluation summary
The workshop was an overwhelming success. 
All students found the programme useful, with 84% giving the event the highest possible score (please see attached sheet).  

Students particularly valued the subject specific interviews but also responded well to the peer group workshop and role play. Some students commented that it would have been helpful to hold the event a little earlier on.
Student Feedback

Presentation 
Generally this was considered a good, helpful summary of the interview process, giving many helpful tips. The handouts were well received. Two students felt that it contained information they already knew. The general tone however was:

“Settled my nerves about some terrifying stories I have heard! Told me what I need to do to prepare and how to act”.
Workshop with other students

Very positive response. Students seemed to enjoy meeting and talking with others in the same situation. They enjoyed the more informal format of this part of the morning and found it reassuring to exchange ideas on technique etc with peers whilst being advised by teachers. Generally summed up as follows:

“Very. Managed to bounce some ideas off one another, combine ideas and understand some new viewpoints”.
Subject specific interviews
This part of the workshop received the most positive feedback. Students were very complimentary in particular about the experience of the interviewers and the quality of personal and specific feedback they received. They felt it gave them a good insight into what to expect and appreciated the advice given on how to improve. Typical comments:
“Great. Know what to improve on and what to practice.” 

“Great insight into what happens. I would like them to be longer”. 

“Very helpful – reassuring”.

What can we do to improve this event in the future?

“Longer interview, more questions”.

“Perhaps get someone from Oxbridge to give a presentation/info about what they personally expect”.

“Talk to students who have had interviews, do’s, don’ts and what to expect”
“ Maybe earlier in the year”.

Follow-up Action

Work with Welwyn Hatfield and East Hertsmere consortia to provide an integrated programme for this year and next year, taking into account the results of the evaluation.
