Engineering Diploma 
Why take this subject?

This Diploma course is designed for anyone who would like a ‘hands on’ approach to study and is interested in pursuing a career in the Engineering industries.  It offers a very different approach to learning from other courses because it is closely linked with a specific sector of employment.  It will also provide students with a strong foothold in what is an exciting and competitive industry.

What will I study?
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You will work on a number of different projects and have opportunities to develop skills needed for the different careers that the engineering industries offer. The Principal Learning covers 3 main themes:

The engineered world, which looks at the importance of engineering in the modern world and the impact engineering has on the way we live our lives.

Discovering engineering technology, which introduces basic engineering principles such as design, materials, electronics systems, maintenance and manufacturing.

Engineering the future, which looks at what makes innovations succeed, how new materials contribute to design and how to develop and launch new ideas.

How will I be examined?
The Principal Learning is the main part of the Diploma.  Most of your Diploma assignments will be marked by your teachers, but there will also be external exam assessment. There are other parts to the Diploma, in addition to the Principal Learning.  You will also have to complete an Extended Project (marked by your teachers and related to your Diploma) and Additional Specialist Learning (another related option) in order to achieve the full qualification. English, Maths and ICT will also form part of the full qualification. 
What other opportunities will be available to me?
Because the Diploma is closely linked with industry there will be lots of opportunities to investigate places of work, have visiting professionals deliver presentations and workshops, as well as an work experience provision within the engineering industries.
What can this subject lead to?
With a diploma you can progress into further and higher education, such as apprenticeships or university, training or future employment within or outside the engineering industries. You can progress on to the next level in the same Diploma line or on to a different course. From the Higher (Level 2) Diploma, you can progress on to Advanced courses, such as AS Levels and other Level 3 courses, as well as the Advanced Diploma. The Advanced (Level 3) Diploma could lead you to a university degree in aeronautical engineering, automotive engineering, building services engineering, manufacturing engineering, electrical and electronic engineering, mechanical engineering or biomedical materials science.

However, the Diploma in Engineering doesn’t mean you have to opt for a career in this sector. Because a Diploma teaches a mix of subjects, it will give you the skills that will be welcomed by colleges, universities and employers, and is an excellent starting point for other careers or study.

Where will I be taught?
We are planning to teach this course at Oaklands College and Hertswood School.

You will study at either or both the 
sites each week, depending on your 
options and the school you are 

attending.
Transport will be provided for 
subjects taken off site.
· Discuss your choice of subject carefully with tutors and parents

· There will be a separate application, interview and parents’ evening, in addition to your school-based application

· The Foundation (Level 1) Diploma is worth 5 GCSEs at grades D to G

· The Higher (Level 2) Diploma is worth 7 GCSEs at grades A* to C 
· The Advanced (Level 3) Diploma is worth 3.5 A/AS Levels

· Locations will be finally confirmed when numbers for each course are known
For Further information, please contact:
· Mr R. Thomas, Engineering Diploma Development Leader, Oaklands College. Email: Richard.Thomas@oaklands.ac.uk
· Your Careers Co-ordinator at school

· Mr R. Paisley, 14-19 Partnership Co-ordinator for Welwyn Hatfield and East Hertsmere. Email whehsapg@lea.herts.sch.uk
· The Diplomas website: http://yp.direct.gov.uk/diplomas 

