The Welwyn Hatfield and East Hertsmere SAPG

14-19 Diplomas

Information for September 2010
What is a Diploma?
· It's a new qualification for 14 – 19 year olds

· Employers have been involved in the design

· Diplomas teach students about an area of work they're interested in 

· Students learn in the classroom and might also spend time at another school or college in the local area 

· There are practical projects and work experience 

· As well as learning about the employment area you have chosen, you develop the skills you need to start a career.
Diploma courses are planned for September 2010 in:

· Business Administration and Finance

·  Construction and the Built Environment 

·  Creative and Media
· Engineering
· Environmental and Land-Based Studies
· Hospitality
·  Society, Health and Development
·  Sport and Active Leisure. 
Availability of all courses (whether or not they are Diplomas) will depend on the number of students choosing each course.

What levels are there?

· The Foundation Diploma is the same as 5 GCSEs at grades D to G 

· The Higher Diploma is the same as 7 GCSEs at grades A* to C 

· The Advanced Diploma is the same as 3.5 A levels 

· Diplomas include Principal Learning (the main subject content), Functional Skills (English Maths and ICT) and Additional Specialist Learning (a related KS4 or Post-16 option)
How will I choose Diplomas?

Key Stage 4
Diplomas will normally appear in two option blocks (a total of 5 hours) for the Principal Learning. You will need to choose another related option for your Additional Specialist Learning

Post-16

Diplomas will normally appear in two option blocks (a total of 10 hours) for the Principal Learning. You will need to choose another related option for your Additional Specialist Learning.

You will need to pass Functional Skills (English Maths and ICT) at Level 2 before the end of the course, whether you do the Level 2 or Level 3 Diploma.
For further details, please contact the SAPG Administrator, on 01707 286039, or email whehsapg@lea.herts.sch.uk
